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BATTLE OF LONG TAN - MEMORIAL 
Statement by Member for Merredin 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [12.55 pm]:  Friday, 18 August 2006 marked 
the culmination of three years of planning, fundraising and hard physical work, bringing to fruition a dream to 
commemorate the Battle of Long Tan.  Geoff Gamble�s vision was to develop a memorial to this momentous 
encounter, listed as one of Australia�s greatest victories in Vietnam.  In a ferocious battle, 245 enemy soldiers 
and 18 Australians were killed.  Aub Tompkin, a member of the Wheatbelt Vietnam Veterans, who fought at 
Long Tan along with his good mate Jim Willcox, set about making the memorial a reality. Mrs Ann Sutherland 
painted the vision and it developed from there.  An area in Roy Little Park, next to the Merredin shire offices, 
was allocated to the reflection pond.  Jim, Aub and Geoff, along with a band of some 30 helpers, from local 
tradespeople to friends who lent a hand or just gave their support to the project, erected a reflection pond with a 
white cross on raised supports within the pond depicting the Long Tan battle.  On Friday, 18 August 2006 the 
surrounds of the reflection pond were filled with returned servicemen and their families, friends, dignitaries and 
members of the public who had watched this venture take shape.  The returned servicemen marched in formation 
to take pride of place in front of the pond.  A very moving and memorable dedication service was held with the 
assistance of an RAAF flyover, the Royal Australian Navy band Western Australian detachment, both local and 
services clergy, and the South Merredin Primary School choir.  For those involved in this project at any time, the 
reflection pond is a wonderful architectural monument to the dedication of our Vietnam veterans and all returned 
servicemen.  It is hoped that those who pass by this pond will take time to sit and reflect on the servicemen and 
women who fought and laid down their lives in the Battle of Long Tan.  
 


